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SUB J : US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS 

REF: A. STATE 199864 B. JAKARTA 10102 

1. 1 MET WITH GOI TRADE MINISTER RADIUS 27 AUGUSUT TO 
CONVEY NEWS REF A. SUBJECT OF OBSERVERS (PARA 4 REF A) 

DID NOT ARISE. 

2. RADIUS' REACTION REAFFIRMED HIS SUPPORT FOR ASEAN-US 
ING ASEAN AS AN INSTITUTION THROUGH SUCH CONSULTATIONS, 
AND FOR ADVANCING ITS ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES, PARTICULARLY 
THOSE RELATING TO TRADE, OUTWEIGH DIFFICULTY POSED BY 
INDONESIA'S EXCLUSION FROM GSP. 

3. MENTION OF AGENDA STIRRED RADIUS TO THINK ALOUD ABOUT 
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HOW US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS MIGHT BE UNDERTAKEN. 
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MOST EFFECTIVE AND "QUICK" ASEAN SUBGROUPS, HE THINKS, ARE 
SENIOR TRADE OFFICIALS AND THE SCCAN (SPECIAL COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE, WHOSE SCOPE HAS UNTIL NOW BEEN LIMITED TO 
CONSULTATIONS WITH THE EC), AS WELL AS MINISTERIAL COMMIT- 
TEE, ALL OF WHOM MEET REGULARLY. IN HIS VIEW, MINISTRIES 
OF MEMBER COUNTRIES BEST EQUIPPED TO HANDLE ASEAN CON- 
SULTATIONS ARE FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE EXCEPT IN MALAYSIA 
WHERE PRIMARY INDUSTRIES HAS AN ESTABLISHED ROLE IN 
REGIONAL ACTIVITIES. FOR THIS REASON, HE REFLECTED, AN 
AGENDA THAT STANDING COMMITTEE MIGHT REFER TO SENIOR 
TRADE OFFICIALS OR SCANN WOULD STAND A BETTER CHANCE OF 
OBTAINING EARLY ACTION THAN IF A NEW GROUP HAD TO BE 
CONSTITUTED, PERHAPS INVOLVING REPRESENTATION FROM 
MINISTRIES LESS ACCUSTOMED TO WORKING IN ASEAN FORUM. 

AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE LATTER HE REFERRED TO MY MENTION OF 
PRODUCER-CONSUMER DIALOGUE ON OIL AND WORLD FOOD PROGRAM 
POINTING OUT MINISTRIES OF MINES AND AGRICULTURE LESS 
ACCUSTOMED ASEAN FORUM. ON THE OTHER HAND TRADE 
QUESTIONS LIKE MTN, GSP. COMMODITY QUESTIONS, AND ECONOMIC 
TRENDS COULD BE HANDLED BY ONE OF THE ESTABLISHED ASEAN 
GROUPS AND PREPARATIONS WOULD MOVE FORWARD MORE BRISKLY. 

4. COMMENT: RADIUS' MUSINGS UNQUESTIONABLY ANIMATED BY 
HIS DESIRE TO STRENGTHEN OWN ROLE AS A LEADING ASEAN 
PROMOTER AND VERY PROBABLY ALSO BY SINCERE DESIRE TO 
SEE OUR CONSULTATIONS GET OFF TO AN EARLY START. 
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